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Purpose and Goals 
Purpose:  

• Promote hiking, biking, healthy living and use of trails   

 

Goals: 

• Increase public trail awareness   

• Get people out on the trails and exercising 

• Create guide to the region’s trails  

• Foster trail connections and network 

• Integrate hiking trails with other environmental 
initiatives 
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Regional-Scale Trail Map: 
Planning Process 

 • Identify all trails on public 
lands, or open to the public 

• Contact landowners for 
permission  

• Collect existing trail maps and 
data on trail features 

• Secure DCR approval to use 
state lands trails data 

• Use GPS to map additional 
trails 

• Develop GIS-based regional 
trail map 
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Research and Outreach to Trail 
Landowners / Managers 

• Compile a list of known trails in the region 

 

• Contact trail land owners for existing trail 
maps, permission to show trails 

 

• Location data came from three primary 
sources:  

– GIS data 

– Hand-drawn paper maps 

– Satellite imagery 
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Trails Map Features 
Regional map information:  

– Conservation areas 

– State parks 

– Hydrology 

– Transportation network 

 

Descriptions of individual trails: 
– Trail type and length 

– Hiking difficulty  

– Parking and facilities 

– Permitted uses 

– Contact information 
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47 Trail Systems in the Pioneer Valley 
• Amherst Trails network 
• Arcadia Wildlife 

Sanctuary 
• Bachelor Brook Cons 

Area 
• Breckenridge Sanctuary 
• Big View Trail 
• Bradley Sanctuary 
• Brimfield St Forest 
• Brynan Cons Area 
• Chester-Blandford SF 
• Chicopee Memorial SP 
• Conant Brook and MBW 

Trail 
• Connecticut Riverwalk 
• DAR State Forest 
• Fannie Stebbins Refuge 
• East Branch Trail 
• Fitzgerald Lake  

• Glendale Falls Trail 
• Granville SF 
• Graves Farm Sanctuary 
• Hampton Ponds SP 
• Hall Conservation Area 
• Holyoke Canalwalk 
• Skinner SP & Holyoke 

Range 
• Dubuque Memorial SF 
• Keystone Arch Bridges 

Trail 
• Knightville Dam Trails 
• Krug Sugarbush Trails 
• Laughing Brook 

Sanctuary 
• Littleville Lake Trails 
• Manhan Rail Trail 
• Mount Tom Reservation 
• Noble View Center Trails 

• Norwottuck Rail Trail 
• New England Nat Scenic 

Trail 
• Petticoat Hill Trail 
• Peaked Mountain Trails 
• Quinebaug Woods Trail 
• Redstone Rail Trail 
• Robert Frost Trail 
• Quabbin Reservoir Trails 
• Road’s End Sanctuary 
• Robinson State Park 
• Southwick Rails to Trails 
• Stanley Park Trials 
• Stevens Hiking Trail 
• Tolland State Forest  
• Westfield Riverside Trail 
• William Cullen Bryant 

Trails 
 
 



Funding Sources 
• PVPC’s Unified Planning Work Program, funded 

through the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation 

• Map sales revenues, set aside in dedicated 
account 
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Distribution and Sales through 
Regional Vendors 

Initial free map distribution to municipal 
officials, others 
 
Maps are sold through 13 book stores and 
sports shops in the region. 
 
Stores purchase 30-40 maps at a time from 
PVPC and then sell them to customers. 
 
Over 1563 copies have been sold, 
approximately 2000 were printed. 
 
Maps sell for $7.99, have generated over 
$6,300 in revenue for future printing 
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Web-Based Trail Map System 
• Concept is a one-stop location where 

public can access and print trail maps 
and trail information 

• Website currently being constructed  

• Can be accessed at 
www.connecticutriver.us 

• Links to maps and individual trail 
descriptions   

• Where no trail map currently exists, 
PVPC is working with trail land owners 
to create one.  

• GPS trail data is being collected for 
use in GIS.  
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Trail-Specific Web Pages 



Features of Connecticutriver.us 
Website 

• Website has information about a variety of outdoor recreational 
activities, including swimming, boating, fishing, hiking, and biking. 

 
• Regional trails map currently accessible for download 
 
• Individual trails will be searchable through an interactive regional 

map, as well as through pull down menu 
 

• Menu links to specific trails, either through hotlinks to websites or 
pdf maps 

 
• Other information on individual trails to include parking, directions to 

trailheads, and a description of each trail.  
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Website Development and Use of Drupal  
• Web development was completed by contractor MRW Connected 
 
• Drupal was specified as the web development platform  for the 

Connecticut River website. This was for the following reasons: 
  

– Commonly used for web development and is currently 
outpacing other development platforms (i.e.: Word Press, 
Joomla, etc.) 

 
– Drupal is an extremely powerful Content Management 

System (CMS).      It is easy to edit and update for users once 
site has been launched. 

 
– Open source software, meaning that it is free to use. 

 
– Compatible with a wide range of internet browsers 

 
– Used by virtually every branch of the federal government 

and many state and municipal agencies 
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Plans for Future Expansion 

• Additional trails in the 
region to be mapped and 
included on 
connecticutriver.us website 
 

• Update and reprinting of 
regional trail map 
 

• Additional funds from 
future map sales will pay for 
reprinting 
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Q & A 

Contact Information 
 

Chris Curtis 

Chief Planner 

Pioneer Valley  

Planning Commission 

chcurtis@pvpc.org 

413-781-6045 
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